
 

Appreciating the Small Things That People Take for Granted:  

One Teen’s Journey 

Continued on page 2 

 

I 
t’s hard to wrap your head around  

someone being in over 32 schools 

throughout his life, let alone imagine how 

someone would be able to graduate from high 

school in four years. But that was only one of 

the obstacles Brandon Anderson has overcome in 

his 18 years.  

“As a result of multiple moves with his  

mother, 

Brandon was 

significantly 

credit  

deficient in 

school,” says 

Iowa County 

social worker 

Beth Enwright.  

He didn’t 

come to the 

attention of 

the system 

because his 

mother moved 

so often—from 

Chicago and Milwaukee to rural areas in 

Wisconsin. He never started or finished in the 

same school until his senior year.  

He was eventually placed in Iowa County foster 

care at age 17.  

“I’m different than most  people, because of what 

I’ve been through,” says Brandon. “It was  

a difficult path, but at the same time I’ve been 

able to achieve my goal of graduating.”  

Challenge Academy 

Shortly after being placed in  care, one of his 

workers recommended that Brandon go to the 

Wisconsin National Guard’s ChalleNGe 

Academy in Fort McCoy to help him catch up 

with his educational needs.  

The ChalleNGe 

Academy is a 

program for  

at-risk 16- to 

18-year-olds 

that offers 

them the  

opportunity to 

learn life and 

job skills and 

an HSED or 

credits 

towards a high 

school 

diploma. 

While there, 

Brandon learned to cook, do laundry and other  

chores, and walk 15 miles a day with a fully 

loaded pack. He even broke a couple of PT 

records along the way, earning him awards and 

medals. He also eagerly completed the ropes 

course, became certified in First Aid and 

practiced interviewing for jobs. 
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Brandon with one of the pictures he’s drawn, and holding up his 
Academy Challenge diploma. Arlo smiles for the camera, too! 

http://www.challengeacademy.org/
http://www.challengeacademy.org/
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Beth says, “Brandon has displayed  incredible   

dedication and commitment to the goals he has 

set for himself.  He graduated from the ChalleNGe 

Academy, a program which many teens don't 

have the motivation to simply apply to.”  

Linda and Derik Cree 

After the Academy, Brandon was placed with 

Linda and Derik Cree in Dodgeville. Having 

raised six kids between them (five of them boys, 

no less), they seem to be particularly well suited 

for foster care.  

They have that  balance of 

being structured and   

easygoing, combined with 

of humor and years of  

parenting experience that 

seems to be a winning  

combination for many  

foster parents.  

“The Crees have welcomed 

Brandon into their home 

and treat him as a member 

of their family,” says Beth. 

“Their commitment to him 

is exceptional.”  

She goes on to say, “Derik and Linda have been 

able to provide Brandon with a comfortable  

environment, which allows him to be at ease 

and be himself. They’ve been able to provide 

support and, in turn, Brandon flourishes.”  

Like a lot of foster parents, the Crees thought of 

doing foster care for a long time before they  

actually started. Derik works at Lands End and 

Linda has a dog training business, BFF Dog 

Training. 

Linda says she became a foster parent because 

she loves being a mom helping children. She adds, 

“I wish I would have started it a few years ago.”  

One of their border collies, Arlo, has become  

particularly attached to Brandon and follows 

him everywhere. It’s as if Arlo knows what 

Brandon has had to overcome and wants to 

protect and nurture him. 

Graduating from High School 

“With the cooperation of the Dodgeville School  

District, Brandon was put 

on a fast-track graduation 

plan,” says Beth. “He 

worked very hard to reach 

his goal.” Brandon     

graduated from high 

school on May 29, 2011. 

Brandon also took          

correspondence classes  

and night classes in order 

to recoup some of his 

credits. He earned As and 

Bs. 

Derik  says with irony, 

“Brandon earned credits 

for all of his courses at the Challenge 

Academy—except phy ed.” 

Brandon’s mom, godparents, sister and other 

friends and family are hoping to make it to his 

graduation ceremony.  

Life After High School 

Brandon is currently doing what most other 18-

year-olds are doing: getting a job, moving out 

and planning the rest of his life. He’s a hard and 

conscientious worker with strong follow-

Continued on page 3 

It is awesome to see  

Brandon come with little to 

no expectations for his life,  

and then learn he can have 

what he works for. He  

definitely appreciates the 

small things that people 

take for granted.  
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through and 

motivation. 

One of Brandon’s fears 

about living on his own 

is that he doesn’t want 

to be bored. In addition 

to his work ethic, he’s 

also interested in 

current events, goes to 

the library nearly every 

day, reads the daily 

paper and is a talented 

artist (see photo on 

page 1). 

If he finds a place to 

live that allows him to 

have dogs, the Crees 

plan to let Arlo go with 

him—with hopes that 

both Arlo and Brandon 

will visit often.  

Linda says that 

Brandon makes her laugh every day and that 

it’s been good to have him as their first foster 

care placement.  

She says, “It’s awesome to see Brandon come 

with little to no expectations for his life, and 

then learn that, with stability, he can have what 

he works for. He has that drive that a lot of  

teenagers don't have. He definitely appreciates 

the small things that people take for granted.”  

Advice for Other Foster Parents 

When asked what advice Brandon and the 

Crees would give to new foster parents, Derik 

says, “It’s helpful to put yourself in the shoes of 

your child. Don’t take things too personal—

some of it is just being 

part of the system.” 

For his part, Brandon 

says, with his typical 

quiet sense of humor, 

“Never have kids! 

Run as fast as you 

can!”  

But then he goes on to 

say, “Or change the  

person’s life like mine 

was changed. I went 

from being a really 

bad school drop-out 

to a good human like 

the rest of us humans 

in this world who 

want what’s best for 

them.”    

Appreciating the Small Things, continued 

Brandon in his room, with trusty Arlo at his back.  
Linda painted the walls.   
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